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A SNOW SCENE IN BUCKS COUNTY 
Painting by Edward W. Redfield, one of Bucks County's best-known artists. 


“Your House of Service" 


Quakertown Ice & Storage 


“Freeze your foods, or supply your heat. 
We render service that can’t be beat.” 


Frozen Food Locker Division 
Lockers, Frozen Foods, Swift’s Meats, Containers, Paper, 
Curing & Smoking, Poultry Processing, Custom Cutting. 


Fuels Division 
Atlantic Fuel Oil, Rayolight, Gasolines, Motor Oils, Anthracite Coal. 


Ice Division 
Clean Sanitary Ice, Block or Crushed, Punch Bowls our Specialty. 


BELMONT AVE. PHONE QUAKERTOWN 475 


CUSTOM - MADE 


measured and installed 


Phone Doylestown 3797 for estimate; no obli- 
gation. Or stop in and let us help you find 
shades that give you the right light, that fit 


your decor, your budget. 


CARR’S FURNITURE STORE 


266 S. Main St. Doylestown, Pa. 
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has long been ridiculed, but 
nevertheless it is fast taking 
root in the minds of many and prov- 
ing its value and merit. Whether 
you work in an office or in a factory, 
you can take cheerfulness, willing- 
ness, and eagerness with you. The 
day's burdens are lightened, fatigue 
is kept away, and depression is not 
given a chance to envelop you. Such 
an attitude not only makes you good 
company for yourself, but for others 
as well. It soon becomes contagious 
and your associates adopt the idea. 
Then it is that ideal working con- 
ditions are brought about. 
Dissatisfaction is responsible for 
most aversion to work. When we 
drown this dissatisfaction in a de- 
termination to make our work pleas- 
ant by bringing it into an atmos- 
phere of joy and happiness, then 
and only then can we expect to live 
life as it should be lived. 


T= idea of joy in one’s work 


The man who is too busy to worry 
in the daytime, and too tired to lie 
awake at night, need not worry 
about being able to grow old grace- 
fully. 


Victorian Evening 
Polished iron stove, 
Pump in kitchen sink, 
Wash basin ready 
Filed to the brink... 
Wood in a basket, 
Bread set to raise, 
Almanac on wall 
Marking off the days... 
Red checkered cover, 
Apples in a dish, 
Nickle lamp lighted, 
Rocking chair swish . .. 
Spectacles on table, 
High shoes unlaced 
Bible now folded 
Marker neatly placed ... 
Marble topped dresser, 
Mahogany commode, 
Leg-o-mutton sleeves 
In a nightie, hand sewed ... 
Canopied bed 
In a patch quilt skirt, 
Handle bar mustache 
In a red flannel shirt... 

Good night! 
Elizabeth M. Snyder 


There's no limit to the good a 
man can do if he doesn't care who 
gets the credit. 
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Old Oil Mill on the Tohickon 
Powder Made There During the Revolution. 


(By Walter S. Hare) 


When he was a boy, some 60 years 
ago, Dennis K. Fluck was fascinated 
by the remains of an old mil! along 
the Tohickon. He went back there 
the last day of December, 1951. 
guiding the Traveler (Henry L. 
Freking) and this correspondent, a 
distance of about five miles, to a 
snow-covered ravine in East Rock- 
hill. 


We left Mr. Fluck’s home at the 
end of East Broad Street, Quaker- 
town, and went down the Quaker- 
town-Doylestown highway (Route 
313) two miles, turning off to the 
left near the Old Wagon Wheel 
tavern. At Fillman’s School House, 
another turn to the left. Then on- 
ward past Dr. R. S. Clymer’s pic- 
turesque place, Beverly Hall, and 
still bearing left, onto a dirt road 
that passes Penn Grant Farms (M. 
B. Rudofker) and leads to a stone 
house occupied today by D. Brecht. 
Then a walk of a few hundred yards 
along a quiet lane, to the Tohickon. 
Here was a mill race which we fol- 
iowed downstream, until, almost 
hidden by towering trees, we came 
upon all that remains of the old 
mill. Only the stone foundation 
where the water wheel turned is 
left. 

In its day, said Mr. Fluck, it was 
known as the oil mill. Chestnuts, 
hickory nuts, pig nuts, walnuts were 
ground up to make lubricating oil. 
There is a tradition gunpowder was 


made there for the Continental 
soldiers during the Revolution, and 
that a British foraging party came 
up from Philadelphia in 1777-8 to 
seize the mill and the powder. At 
Sellersville, so runs the story, the 
Redcoats reached a creek they mis- 
takenly thought was the Tchickon 
and followed its course in the wrong 
direction. So, the powder was saved 
for Washingicn's men. 

Scott’s Atlas of Bucks County 
(1876) locates an oil mill on the To- 
hickon at the dividing line between 
Rockhill and Haycock ‘Townships. 
Reading Hatier was the owner in its 
later days. In the 1870’s the oil mill 
belonged to David Sheard. Another 
nearby miller was Levi Sheard. A 
photograph of Sheard’s Mill (cov- 
ered) Bridge, taken in 1935, was 
used to illustrate a paper on cov- 
ered highway bridges in Bucks 
County, read by George M. Hart, of 
Doylestown, before the Bucks Coun- 
ty Historical Society, May 4, 1935. 

In the yard of the present D. 
Brecht home once stood an oid 
building that. served for more than 
a century as a store, school, ware- 
house and other community pur- 
poses. The place, in Mr. Fluck’s boy- 
hood days, was known as the Blue 
Bell Farm because it was literally 
covered by the lily-like blue bell 
every Spring. Mr. Brecht has occu- 
pied the 17-acre farm for the last 
four years, and every year the blue 
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bells are still a sight to behold, he 
says. Some of the early deeds to his 
place mention English pounds as 
consideration money, showing the 
age of the location. 


On the Rudofker place (once the 
Summer home of Dr. Haskins, a 
woman physician) there also is an 
old grist mill in ruins. Ossie Clymer, 
whose ancestors were early Rock- 
hill settiers, said it was known in 
his early days as the Clymer Mill. 
Other early families were the Keiis, 


Heuckeroths, Thatchers, Pfleigers, 
Fosbenners. Henry Heuckeroth, a 
stone mason, had a farm only a 


short way from Fillman’s School 
House, and the chiidren of more 
than half a century went to a 
spring in his fields and got thei 
drinking water—the boy, Dennis 
Fluck them. 


among Heuckerotr 


Old log building that was used for powder storage during Revolution. 


helped to build the present school 
house, from materials of an earlier 
school building. He was the father of 
Chester A. Heuckeroth, Quakertown 
real estate man. The Heuckeroth 
family home has survived the years. 
A chest of drawers in cherry wood 
came out of it not long ago. The 
chest is a fine example of the cab- 
inet maker's skill in those days of 
water-powered mills. 

Cigar making was another flour- 
ishing industry then in that part 
of upper Bucks. As many as four- 
teen were employed making cigars 


in the Dennis Fluck’s boyhood home, 
which stil stands along the old 
Doylestown road not far from the 


present-day Wagon Wheel. Pliny 


K. Fluck, à brother of Dennis, oc- 
cupies the house now. 


It stood on the Blue Bell Farm, just off the road. 
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The Pennsylvania Germans still 
hold their own in the community, 
despite increasing numbers of new- 
comers from the city attracted by 
unequalled outdoor living in the 
midst of some of the finest scenery 
in the county. 

Mills once flourished all along tine 
Tohickon, one of the largest creeks 
in the county. At one time there 
were nearly 100 grist mills in Bucks. 
The Tohickon has its principa’ 
source in Richland Township and 
is the boundary line hetween 
Haycock, Rockhill and several other 
townships. It reaches the Delaware 
near Point Pieasant. 


Editor’s Note: — The linseed oil 
mills served the various communi- 
ties in the same way that grist mills 
were used to meet the needs of 
farmers. Each farmer had a patch 
of flax and carried the seeds to the 


mill nearest his home for the pur- 
pose of having the oil extracted. In 
order that we may gain some idea of 
the extent of this industry it is of 
interest to rote that in 1785 the 
United States exported 50,000 gal- 
lons of linseed oil to foreign coun- 
tries. A very large proportion of 
this total export came from the flax 
fields of eastern Pennsylvania. 


QUAKERTOWN 
BAND 


The Quakertown Band, organized 
February 22, 1877, is celebrating its 
75th anniversary this month. It is 
the oldest band in America, has nev- 
er disbanded, and has appeared in 
almost every part of Bucks County. 


When we do the best we can, we 
never know what miracle is wrought 
in our own life, or in the life of 
another. 


p 


The old wheel of the oil mill on Tohickon Creek, thought to be the oldest oil 
mill in Bucks County. 


ein We m—A— T 
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Pennsylvania-German Fractur 
Drawn by 15-Year-Old Elizabeth Fretz, in 1825. 


by Rudolf P. Hommel 


We have the pronouncement of 
Professor Cornelius Weygandt. 
(Commonwealth Magazine, Harris- 
burg, Pa., August 1947, p. 12), that 
he never saw a cat pictured on any 
piece of illuminated writing which 
came to his knowledge. 

It is a curious fact that a cat is 
usually not pictured by the Penn- 
sylvania Germans. Should it be re- 
lated with the other phencmenon, 
that in the whole Bible the cat is 
not mentioned (except in the Apo- 
crypha, Baruch 6, 22). However this 
be, we were delighted to find ar 
illuminated Pen and Ink Drawing, 
shown herewith, the handiwork oí 
Elizabeth Fretz, a fifteen year old 
Mennonite maiden, giving free reign 
to her imagination, with a rare note 
of humor added. 

Grounded in the manner of the 
Deep Run School (Bucks County, 
Pa.), she shows, harmoniously 
grounded, two large birds with par- 
rot-like heads and a twig with cher- 
ries in their beaks. In the upper 
part of the picture are two roosters 
and two cats. 

In the lower part, flanking a 
large devise, remindful of the barn- 
signs, are two roosters blowing a 
horn. For these two features, the 
picturing of the elusive cat, and the 
humorous chanticleers, the draw- 
ing is, à rare treasure. 

The colors used are yellow, red, 
brown and blue, with the charac- 


teristic sheen on some of the color- 
ed surfaces. The wove paper con- 
forms to the time, 1825, when the 
drawing was made. 

Elizabeth Fretz was born near the 
Deep Run School, Bedminster town- 
ship, Bucks county, Pa., on October 
1, 1810, and married in 1830, Jacob 
S. Kratz. Their daughter Emma 
married John Shelly Weinberger, 
Professor at Ursinus College, and 
this precious family piece was pre- 
sented by them to the Historical 
Society of Montgomery County, 
Norristown, Pa., on June 22, 1909. 
The granddaughter of the artist. 
Minerva Weinberger, born in 1863, 
is still alive at this writing. 

Any reader interested in seeing 
this fractur piece close at hand will 
be cordially welcomed at the Mont- 
gomery County Historical Society, 
Norristown, Pa. 


“Sez Little Amy" 


+ 


“Td like to be a snowman 
Td have the mostest fun 
With coal for eyes and broom in 
hand 
I'd make the dogs all run." 
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Illuminated Pen and Ink drawing made by Elizabeth Fretz, age 15, at the 
Deep Run School, in 1825. 
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Alcoholics Anonymous 


By Grace Chandler 


In 1913 a local resident, whether 
in pride or complaint is not clear, 
said: “I don’t believe there is a 
town the size of Doylestown in the 
United States that has as many 
meetings of all kinds going on every 
night in the week.” 

This is still true—and was true 
a century and a quarter ago when 
Doylestown was a village and had 
not yet taken the proud step of in- 
corporating itself as a borough. in 
1805, when the population of the 
hamlet totaled less than 20) resi- 
dents, the meetings were held in 
the Union Academy, the only pub- 
lic building in the area. The school 
rooms were used by religious groups, 
chcral societies ana “high class" 
entertainers; orators of the day de- 
bated the State of the Union and 
politicians, then as now, promisea 
the world with a gold fence around 
it to all who would follow them. 

By 1813 the first Court House 
provided another meeting place for 
those who were interested in par- 
taking of “the feast of reason and 
the flow of soul." The occupation of 
the Court House, built by masons 
and carpenters whose wages were 
fixed at “one dollar a day, without 
regard for hours” but who were en- 
titled to “a generous amount of 
whiskey” on the job, marked the 
beginning of a new era for the town. 
As the County Seat its trade and 
social life sprouted in all directions. 


In Doylestown, in 1830. 


The service clubs and the civic- 
minded organizations were still far 
in the future, but the joiners could 
join something and the possibilities 
ranged from china painting to game 
cock fighting. 

Most noteworthy, perhaps, of 
these early organizations was the 
Doylestown Beneficial Society, start- 
ed in 1832. The Society erected the 
building now owned by the Masonic 
Order and it was considered a very 
fine edifice, indeed, with elegantly 
gilded lamps decorated with many 
glass drops and spangles. The fuel 
of these lamps was lard and the 
effect was declared to be downright 
dazzling. Dedicated on Christmas 
Eve, the hall was decorated with 
evergreen wreaths to the point of 
being a veritable forest. Topping 
it all was an arch nine feet high 
with an eagle, presumably a stuffed 
one, perched on the pinnacle with 
a wreath of real roses in its beak. 

Now Doylestown had three places 
in which to hold meetings, practice 
hobbies and latch on to Culture. 
The lectures were very literary and 
the exhibitions very educational. 
On the lighter side, “Tom Thumb” 
came to Doylestown in 1849 and was 
received most enthusiastically. It 
was an age of the imitation of the 
classical. Long odes were written for 
every occasion, especially on death. 
The admission of Texas as a State 
resulted in a rash of odes, declaimed 
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at public gatherings and published 
in the local press. The poetry of the 
day spurned levity and was full of 
classical allusions to prove the writ- 
er an erudite fellow. The pseudo- 
chivalry of the time led to many 
yards of poetical tribute to female 
beauty and virtue, although said fe- 
male was—in the eyes of the law— 
classed with the imbeciles. But the 
amateur poets really went to town 
composing lengthy effusions to the 
memory of the late departed, pro- 
vided, of course, the deceased had 
had sufficient social standing to rate 
this attention. 


The groups which were dedicated 
to composing or listening to home- 
grown poetry barred those whose 
tastes ran to free verse. It it didn’t 
rhyme, it wasn’t poetry, and those 
whe abjured the connection be- 
tween “June” and “moon” were as 
suspect as free love and very likely 
its devotees. 

It was also an age of brass bands. 
There were various organizations 
devoted to the playing of the more 


genteel instruments, but parades 
concerts, political meetings and 
even funerals and hangings were 
considered incomplete without the 
Doylestown Brass Band in attend- 
ance—and the louder the brass, the 
better. 

In 1845, the Doylestown Brass 
Band gave a Grand Concert, with 
a most ambitious program abound- 
ing in “quick-steps’—an early ver- 
sion of  jitterbugging, perhaps; 
waltzes, of course, although it is 
hard to imagine a quadrille waltz 
blared by brass instruments, and 
including something listed on the 
program as “Irishman’s Washer." 
Perhaps that was a misprint for the 
famous ditty “The Irish Washer- 
womarn'—and perhaps not. The ad- 
mission to this musical treat was 
12!4 cents. Children were admitted 
for 6% cents. 

Doylestown had a Singing Schooi, 
naturally. They were the rage for 
a time, and no community with any 
pride lacked one. Started in 1849, 
the director, a Dr. Cartee, taught 


Tweeds Imported Silk Nylons 
Textures Document Prints Orlon 
Linens Hand Prints Glosheen 
Damasks Casement Cloth Chintz 


Interior Decorating 


HOLSINGER'S 


SLIPCOVERS — DRAPERIES — UPHOLSTERING 


523 W. Broad St. 


Phone 36 


Quakertown, Pa. 


10 


BUCKS COUNTY TRAVELER, FEBRUARY, 1952 


what was known as the Pestalozzian 
system. Unfortunately, the explan- 
ation of this has been lost. 

But after several decades of musi- 
cal activities of such high order, 
the inevitable reaction set in and 
the bottom was reached when at a 
Teachers’ Institute, formerly the 
outstanding cultural event of the 
year, the entire musical program 
was furnished by a local barber, in- 
troduced as a “Professor,” perform- 
ing on a mouth-organ. 


An editor of The Democrat, who 
aparently did not care much for 
music as a cultural solace, once 
expressed his feeling in a couplet: 

“Music hath charms to soothe the 

savage, 

Break a rock and split a cabbage.” 

One of the early organizations 
was formed to offset some of the 
effects of the social life of the day, 
not to promote it. That was the 
Doylestown Temperance Society, 
founded in 1830. The membershi» 
was comprised mostly of men but 
was open to women, too—who were 
called exactly that, for once, and 
not “the fair sex." The members 
came together not so much to fight 
for temperance as a state of grace 
to be thrust upon the populace 
willy-nilly, but as a way to control 
their own cravings. They took the 
pledge and helped each other to 
keep it, comforted backsliders and 
together tried again. It must have 
been a very new approach—122 
years ago. 


Every man has an equal oppor- 
tunity to become greater than he is. 
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Member of Bucks Co. 
Real Estate Board 


Est. 1942 


WILLIAM C. HEISE 
REALTOR 


6 FRONT STREET 
Bush House Building 
Quakertown (Bucks Co.,) Pa. 
FARMS 
ESTATES 
TOWN PROPERTIES 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 
APPRAISALS 
PHONE 
QUAKERTOWN 285-J. 
Auctioneer of Real Properties 


CHARLES-FOURTH 
GALLERY GOOD 
DESIGN SHOR 


FEBRUARY - PAINTINGS 
BY LOUIS K.STONE 
MARCH - GOOD DESIGN 
SHOW MERCHANDISE 
INQUIRE ABOUT OUR IN- 
TERIOR SERVICE WHERE 
YOU BENEFIT BY GOOD 
PLANNING AT NO EXTRA 
COS T X4 M 


MECHANIC ST. — NEW HOPE, PA. 
TELEPHONE NEW HOPE 2334 
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Carversville Was Milton 
Until the Post Office Was Established. 


A village in northwest Solebury 


township at the intersection of 
Carversville Road and the road 
leading from Doylestown to Lum- 
berville. The first few pioneer white 
settlers called the place Indian Vil- 
lage. The origin of Carversville is 
apparent. On or near the site of 
Carversville the Indians had a 
camp or village site, which they 
called Paunakussing or Punkussing, 
but the white settlers did not adopt 
this name. From about 1800 to 1833 
the name was Milton, which, in all 
likelihood, is a contraction of the 
word “Milltown.” From 1833 to the 
present time the name has been 
Carversville. When a postoffice was 
established March 27, 1833, with 
Thomas Carver as first postmaster, 
the name was changed from Milton 
to Carversville, more likely in honor 
of the Carver family than of the 
postmaster himself, for the Carvers 
had not only been early settlers, 
but some of them were people of 
intellectual attainments far beyond 
the average. Early mention of Mil- 
ton is found in Asher Miner's Penn- 
sylvania Correspondent. In the sec- 
ond number of his paper, July 18, 
1804, Miner announces that “papers 
will be left for subscribers at Israel 
Child's shop, Milton." The place of 
delivery is changed in the next is- 
sue of the paper to Carver's smith 
shop, Milton. In the issue for Aug- 
ust 1, 1804, Mahlon Carver, of Mil- 
ton, advertises, *For Sale, A quanti- 
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ty of Roram Hats, of various prices, 
made of the best materials, on reas- 
onable terms, for Cash or Produce." 
In the days when it was Milton, 
Carversvile seems to have had its 
share of early industries. There was 
an old mill, with a remarkable long 
straight mill race. A woolen factory, 
in charge of a firm or company 
known as the Milton Woolen Manu- 
factory, was started in 1811. William 
Bennet was president of the con- 
cern and Jesse Ely and Nathaniel 
Saxton directors. This may have 
been the Fleecy Dale Factory. Gor- 
don’s Gazetteer of Pennsylvania, 
1832, says the village in that year 
had six or eight houses, a tavern, 
store and grist mill. This was just 
before the village name was chang- 
ed. The  Carversvile Christian 
church, organized in 1838, was one 
of the first of that denomination 
established in eastern Pennsylvania. 
The first pastor, Rev. William Lauer, 
preached every Sunday and worked 
at the shoemaker’s bench on week- 
days. After a few years he was suc- 
ceeded by his son, James D. Lauer. 
In 1859 and 1860 Rev. F. R. S. Hun- 
sicker, principal of Excelsior Nor- 
mal Institute, which had just been 
established, was invited to occupy 
the pulpit on alternate Sundays 
with the pastor. This arrangement 
did not last long. Some dissension 
arose and a part of the congregation 
seceded and built another church 
building quite near the other. The 
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Christian church recovered slowiy 
from this setback. In 1866 the old 
building was demolished and a new 
two-story edifice with belfry and 
steeple took its place. Since that 
year a number of pastors have serv- 
ed the church for varying periods. 
The Presbyterian Church was or- 
ganized in 1870 by Dr. Hunsicker, 
whose pastorate continued until De- 
cember 31, 1883. The Excelsior Nor- 
ma! Institute, one of the best 
schools of its day in the county, 
brought much celebrity to the vil- 
lage. People of the neighborhood 
had been sending their children to 
higher grade schools at considerable 
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distances from home, when a chance 
remark of Mrs. Elizabeth Stover, 
wife of Isaac Stover, “Why don't 
we build a school of our own and 
keep our children at home?" took 
root in the community. In the course 
of a short time a number of sub- 
scriptions were obtained, and a 
stock company was formed. A tract 
of land on a slope north of the 
Paunaucussing creek, commanding 
a fine view of surrounding country, 
was purchased and a large building 
suitable for the education of both 
boys and girls was built. The school 
was dedicated October 8, 1859, and 
on October 17 the Excelsior Normal 


Carversviie: A Pamung by raward Ww. Keane. 
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Institute began its career under 
bright prospects, with a faculty of 
eight and a student roster of 93. 
From the first semi-annual cata- 
logue some interesting facts may 
be gleaned. The president of the 
board of managers was Dr. Isaiah 
Michener, Buckingham; secretary, 
Rev. F. R. S. Hunsicker, Carvers- 
ville; treasurer, William B. Evans, 
Carversville. The departments of 
instruction were: Preparatory to 
enter any class at college; Normal, 
certificate of qualification at the 
end of the two-year course; Orna- 
mental, music, drawing, painting, 
fancy work and embroidery; Pri- 
mary, in three divisions. The charg- 
es were: Board, quarter of eleven 
weeks, $26; tuition, $6, $8 and $9 
per quarter. Students were required 
to furnish their own lights and were 
charged $1.25 per quarter for fuel 
and use of stove. Extra charges per 
quarter were: Ancient and modern 
languages, $3; instrumental music. 
$8; drawing and water color paint- 
ing, $5; oil painting, landscape and 
portrait, $10; wax fruit, $2; wax 
flowers, $4; needlework, zephyr, 
worsted and embroidery, $2; pellis 
work, $3. Some of the regulations 
are interesting; the government, 
“mild, but inflexibly firm”; religious 
character of school, non-sectarian; 
each student required to wear slip- 
pers about the house, “so as to make 
no unnecessary noise”; loud talking, 
whistling or unnecessary noise, not 
to be indulged; never leave the 
premises without permission, and 
when walking for exercise should be 
accompanied by one of the teachers; 
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“it is expected that the Ladies and 
Gentlemen will treat each other 
with civility, but no conversation 
must take place in the halls or re- 
citation rooms; no students attend- 
ing this Institution will walk or 
ride with a person of the cpposite 
sex, except in cases of necessity. 
and then only by permission from 
a regular teacher; no permission 
will be given for parties or excur- 
sions composed of both sexes.” The 
faculty the first year comprised Rev 
F. R. S. Hunsicker, principal and 
professor of the science of educa- 
tion and art of teaching; teachers, 
William W. Fell, eiocution, litera- 
ture, Latin; William T. Seal, higher 
mathematics and penmanship; Hen- 
ry W. Stover, single and double en- 
try bookkeeping; Miss Lizzie Ben- 
jamina Hunsicker, A.B., instrumen- 
tal music, drawing, painting, fancy 
work; Miss Mary R. Hampton, men- 
tal and practical arithmetic, geogra- 
phy; Miss Sallie E. Fell and Miss 
Carrie C. Paxson, assistants in 
mathematics. Among its student: 
who afterwards became prominent 
in county and State affairs were 
Judge D. Newlin Fell, Chief Justice 
of the Supreme Court of Pennsyl- 
vania; President Judge Henry W. 
Scott, of Northampton countv; Pro- 
fessor S. S. Overholt, some years its 
principal and County Superinten- 
dent; Judge David J. Pancoast. 
Camden, N. J.; County Superinten- 


dents Hugh B. Eastburn and Wil- 
liam H. Slotters. The Institute ran 
the precarious gamut of successes 
and failures incident to such schools 
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of that time. It was well patronized 
until 1871. William M. Evans leased 
the property from the board of man- 
agers July 24, 1865, but surrendered 
the lease November 27, 1867, when 
Dr. Hunsicker, former principal pur- 
chased the property. Through some 
misunderstanding, Dr.  Hunsicker 
did not take title and retired in 
1871. William M. Evans bought the 
property in 1874, and for two years 
it remained idle. Mr. Evans made an 
attempt to revive the school in 1876 
with Dr. M. E. Schiebner, a brilliant 
student of languages, as principal, 
but the attendance of pupils did 
not warrant its continuance and it 
became wholly extinct in 1877. The 
Baconian Literary Society, organiz- 
ed the year the Institute opened 
became a popular forum for discus- 
sion of weighty questions of the day. 
The last function in which the In- 


stitute figured was a reunion of the 
teachers and students on the schoo! 
grounds on Saturday, September 11, 
1909, the fiftieth anniversary of the 
school’s opening. The arrangements 
were in charge of a committee com- 
prising Hugh B. Eastburn, William 
H. Robinson and Dr. Joseph B. Wal- 
ter. It was a gala occasion that 
brought together 600 people, many 
of them former students. At a meet- 
ing in the afternoon impromptu 
speeches were made by Mr. East- 
burn, Dr. Hunsicker, Mr. Seal, Mr. 
Harris, Dr. White, Judge Fell, Dr. 
Isaiah Michener, Judge Scott and 
several former teachers. In a pre- 
pared address Dr. Walter reviewed 
the history of the school. He said 
that he found, in searching for ma- 
terial for his address, that more 
than 1,000 young people had attend- 
ed the school. 
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Ruth Ikeler 


Gets Around in New Hope and Nearby. 


Dropped by the Tony Sarge Shop. 
Found puppets for sale—very rea- 
sonable and beautifully made. Likea 
the tiles, too, especially “God Bless 
Our Mortgaged Home.” Might make 
an appropriate housewarming gift. 
And the shop takes orders for Penn- 
sylvania Dutch wedding plates, as 
well as bowl and mug sets for the 
new arrival. 

Back in the toy department, found 
a wooden track and train I had 
been looking for, lo! these two years. 
Train rolls on a grooved wooden 
track, and is ideal for the tot who’s 
not yet old enough for a wind-up 
train. Found “Pogo” back there, too 
—-book of those wonderful punnv 
cartoon strips. 

As usual, the Tony Sarge has an 
excellent selection of belts, scarves, 
wonderful clothes--not to mention 
jewelry—zodiac pins, of al! things. 
A: iE 

Valley group show at the Dela- 
ware Booksnop. Oils by Charles 
Ward, John Folinsbee, Ranulph Bye. 
Robert Darrah Miiler and others. 
Decorative water colors of New Hope 
by Inez McCombs, well worth see- 
ing and a bargain. (Inez, off to the 
islands in December, cleaned out 
her studio.) While not on display, 
they’ll be shown to you—and cheer- 
fully. 

Back in the children’s book sec- 
tion, the finest this side of New 
York, is an excellent selection of 
old favorites, plus the latest from 
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England and the U. S. Our young 
son, who selects his own books (sup- 
posedly), swept his hand through 
the air and said “I want ’em all” 
Our sentiments, too. 


* ae 


‘This time of year is possibly the 
best of all in New Hope. The tour- 
ists, much as the shops and Play- 
house loves them, are elsewhere. 
The artists, who flee in the Summer, 
are here. With a light snow, New 
Hope becomes a picture postcard. 
The air is bracing. Cana] is sheath- 
ed in ice. When sun shines, tota: 
effect is dazzling. 


* * 


At the Charles Fourth to see Lew 
Stone’s one-man show. There is a 
Klee-like quality in some of Lew’s 
paintings, and an air of childhoods 
wonder. There is also humor and 
color. Seeing the show might give 
you a bit of this ebullience. 


Note to impecunious: the Charles 
Fourth has an installment plan. If, 
after seeing the show, you want 
with all your heart to own a Stone, 
arrangements can be made with 
Peggy Lewis, who operates the gal- 
lery. 

If you like to see the whole can- 
dle, the Charles Fourth has candle- 
holders in white and yellow that 
are just what you have been looking 
for. A candle in a contrasting color 
gives quite an effect. Also at the 
gallery, various sized bookshelves in 


d" 
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Gouache — Mexican Period - 1950, painted by Louis Stone. Photo by 


George Bailey, courtesy of Charles Fourth Gallery. 
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ironware for the desk, shelf or floor. 
These same shelves were featured 
in the Good Design section of the 
“New York Times Magazine" last 
Summer. 

x: x * 

In the civic department: Walter 
Bair has been elected town council 
president by unanimous vote. As 
far as anyone can remember, Mr. 
Bair—just 35—is the youngest coun- 
cil president ever to be elected. 

k % EJ 

Jean Ney, fount of information 
and champion of the New Hope Li- 
brary, tells us that the old stone 
building which houses the fine col- 
lection of books, is older than the 
Parry House across the street. 

Once the Parry's Salt Store, the 
library building is well over 200 
vears old. The salt which the Parry's 
sold was used not only for animal 
and human consumption, but also 
for keeping the river channel open 
auring the Winter when the ferry 
boat plied back and forth between 
Coryell’s Ferry (Lambertville) and 
New Hope. 

The New Hope Library was the 
first free public library to be opened 
in Bucks County, and owes its be- 
ginnings to the Quakers. First start- 
ed in a bookstall up the street, the 
library was later moved to its pres- 
ent quarters. 

If you like old buildings, the for- 
mer Parry Salt Store, with its walk- 
in fireplace, its broad plank floors 
(newly sanded and gleaming) and 
its lead glass windows, is the place 
for you to see. 

Recognizing that art is one of 
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the predominating features of the 
town, the library has begun to stock 
art books. A break for the non-flush 
artist or student. 

E x k 

George Shepherd (G. S.), who has 
been appearirg frequently in “Ga- 
zette,” has an article on the musical 
“The King and I” in the current is- 
sue of “Esquire.” 

Relaxed in the Coffee Shop (now 
owned by Kenneth McKensie) with 
a hot cup of honest-to-goodness cof- 
fee and Lloyd “Bill” Ney’s one-man 
show of nou-objective paintings. 
Mostly experiments in monochroma- 
tics, there is one full color over the 
fireplace. Plan to stop by. 


* x. 0x 


Note: Correction in January col- 


umn in the section on. Jane Charry. 
She makes the bowls for $2.50 not 
$.50 as printed. 


PAINTINGS WANTED 


Former Bucks Countian wishes to 
buy Old Oil Paintings, Water Col- 
ors, Wood Carvings, Birth Certifi- 
cates, Etc. Desirable are those 
over 50 years old, and of special in- 
terest are ones painted in Bucks 
County, or of Bucks County Sub- 
jects. Please write and describe, 
or phone and I will call. 


L. L. BEANS 


654 Stuyvesant Ave. 
TRENTON, N. J. 
Tel. 2-7733 
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Betsy Ross 
Venetian Blinds 


Custom made to fit any color scheme. 
The aristocrat of Venetian Blinds, 
but cost no more. We will gladly 
furnish you an estimate without 
obligation on your part. Telephone 
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P. ALSTON WARING: 
PRODUCTIVE ACRES 


by Bern Ikeler 
“Farming ought to take a man be- 


yond his front gate," says P. Alston 
Waring as he reviews his 25 years 
in Solebury Township. You get the 
facts on those 25 years and you 
decide that farming has, indeed, 
taken him beyond his front gate— 
into writing, teaching and an ex- 
tremely useful life. 

City-reared P. Alston Waring ar- 
rived in Bucks County during the 
Depression. He and his bride, Beulah 
—a charming, brainy girl whose 
fourth-great grandfather had come 
to Bucks in the days of Penn— 
bought a farm. 


To be exact, they bought land: 
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the barn had burned, the roof of 
the house had begun to tumble in, 
and grass had obliterated the lane. 
The only substantial thing about 
the place was the mortgage. 

By 1940, Waring had cleared him- 
self of debt, established a family, 
and built his land into one of the 
township’s most productive farms. 
He had taught himself the science 
of agriculture; and farming had 
taught him “how to go slow, take 
care, not worry too much about 
storms and biights.” 

Moreover, his front gate stood 
wide open, Together with his neigk- 
bors, he had helped organize Bucks 
County Producers Co-operative, the 
second oldest poultry marketing 
agency in the East. He was active 
in Delaware Valley Co-op, a pur- 
chasing agency for many farm com- 
modities. His interest in conserva- 
tion had led him to cooperate -with 
six of his neighbors in establishing 
one of the first total watershed pro- 
jects in the country. 

In 1943 Waring and a friend, Wai- 
ter M. Teller, put their farming 
know-how into a book, *Roots in 
the Earth." Louis Bromfield called 
it *one of the most vital books to 
be published in America within the 
past 50 years." Four years later he 
collaborated with Clinton S. Golden, 
labor expert, to produce “Soil and 
Steel,” a study of common interests 
between farmers and industrial 
workers. 

Recently, he wrote “The Peacock 
Country," a collection of tales based 
on his experiences in India, where 
he had lived for a year previous to 
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bakery goods, baked fresh— 
every day. 

19 S. Hellertown Ave. — Quakertown 

Phone 802 


Visit Our Stand At 
Quakertown Farmers’ Market 
27 E. Walnut St. Sellersville 
Phone 2634 


BUCKS COUNTY TRAVELER, FEBRUARY, 1952 


his arrival in Bucks. While scarcely 
mentioning agriculture, the book 
shows the farmer’s touch—puts 
forth fundamentals with perception 
and sympathy. 

As the number of his years on the 
land increased, Waring became 
more and more convinced that city 
and country ought to understand 
each other better. Thus during the 
Fourties, he taught social studies 
in a local school—having prepared 
himself for teaching two decades 
earlier, at University of Virginia 
and Princeton. 

P. Alston Waring's acres, whether 
within his front gate or beyond it, 
have been highly productive. 


FARMS NEAR NEWTOWN IN 1860 
From a scarce map made by Lake 
and Beers, surveyors, published in 
1860, the names of the following 
owners and of their farms in New- 
town Township are copied: 
Oliver H. Holcomb’s “Sunny Side." 
S. G. Martindale's “Greenwood.” 
L. Buckman's “Cherry Hill." 
D. T. Leedom's *Pleasant Retreat." 
J. Barnsley's *Locust Grove." 
W. S. Torbert’s “Cottage Retreat.’ 
A. Chamber’s “Willow Hill.” 
J. L. Trobert’s “Greenbank.” 
M. B. Linton’s “Hazel Bush.” 


C. T. Vanartsdalen’s “Rural Re- . 


treat.” 
H. E. Taylors “Spring Brook." 
W. M. Harvey's “Prospect.” 
S. T. Hillborn's *Green Lane." 
S. Sutton's *Oak Grove." 
I. R. Scott's “Barn Brook." 
E. Martindell’s “Propsect Hill. 
S. C. Buckman's *Mount Pleasant." 
E. A. White’s “Fairview.” 
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MERCHANTS NATIONAL BANK 


The Bank of Service 
Quakertown, Pa. 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 


The Quakertown National Bank 


Organized 1877 
The Oldest Bank in Upper Bucks County 

————————————À nef 
Capital - - - < - - $150,000.00 
Surplus - - - - - - 600,000.00 
Undivided Profits and Reserves - - 156,768.34 
Total Capital Accounts - - - - 906,768.34 
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Third & West Broad Streets Quakertown, Pa. 
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Audubon R. Davis 


* E +$ 
Audubon R. Davis, librarian of the 
Bucks County Historical Society, 


broke into his present profession by 
taking a job as a watchman—a 
“day watchman in a private library.” 

Says Davis: “The Depression was 
in full swing. I’d spent some time 
looking for a job, and my money 
was running out. I answered the 
ad, and by a fortunate combination 
of circumstances I was hired.” 

His employers were the Library 
Company of Philadelphia, founded 
in 1731 by Benjamin Franklin. His 
duties: to see that no one absent- 
mindedly waiked off with an armful 
of books. 


But Watchinan Davis soon found 
himself performing other services. 
People sought his advice on what 
to read. He gave it, and in rapid 
procession became reference librar- 
ian, cataloguer, book-buyer and fin- 
ally secretary of the book commit- 
tee—the job he was holding in 1942. 
when he was inducted into the Ar- 
my. 

Back in mufti after three years 
of military service overseas, Davis 
discovered that the Library Com- 
pany had been taken under the 
wing of the Free Library of Phila- 
delphia. Thus he joined the staff of 
the Free Library. 

Happily, his hours at the library 
were such that he could also attend 
University of Pennsylvania. 'There 
he got his B.A. in 1949. In 1950 he 
received his Master's in Library 
Science from Drexel Institute. 

No doubt these scholastic laurels 
brought pleasant but surprised 
smiles from Philadelphia high school 
teachers who, for four years, had 
tried to instruct Davis in freshman 
Latin and math—and had failed. 

Born in Germantown, reared in 
Tacony, Davis is now a resident of 
Doylestown, Ex-bank clerk, ex-in- 
surance salesman, he is convinced 
that he has finally discovered his 
“niche.” This writer found Mr. Da- 
vis joyfully recataloguing Bucks 
County Historical Society’s books, so 
that subjects can be found more 
readily. 

Before this writer said goodbye, 
he made sure that he had not, ab- 
sent-mindedly, slipped some valu- 
able old tome into his pocket. 
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The Paintings of Edward Hicks 


Primitive Painter of Bucks County. 


(By L. L. Beans) 


It is now over 100 years since Ed- 
ward Hicks laid down his brushes 
and palette. The best part of these 
years were ones in which he was 
remembered only by his family and 
the ones who lived after him and 
remembered him for his forceful 
speaking at Quaker Meetings. Now, 
however, the last 25 of these 100 
years have shown an ever increas- 
ing interest in his life and the 
work he created, and each decades 
after should increase the interest 
in him until his work is known 
along with world’s most famous 
painters. His work is hung in some 
of our country’s finest museums and 
represented in some of the best art 
collections. Many examples of it 
also still remain in possession of his 
direct descendants, the collection of 
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Lee, of New- 
town, Penna., being one of the finest. 

Hick’s work consisted mainly of 
Biblical subjects, such as “The 
Peaceable Kingdom” taken from the 
Bible prophecy “And the Lion shall 
lie down with the Lamb.” Several 
other Biblical subjects are known, 
one of the most unusual of these 
being “David and Jonathan at the 
stone Eazel." He also painted a large 
number of historical paintings. A 
few local farmers had their farms 
painted, usually to hang over the 
mantelpiece. But the work that was 
most successful to Hicks in a finan- 
cial way was his tavern signs. Many 
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signs were painted, but few cf thesc 
survive. 

Hicks ground his own colors, 
which have held up to a remarkable 
dezree, even though many of his 
paintings have had rough usage. In 
his early years he painted on almost 
anything available, such as wood, 
canvas, carriage tops, carriage cur- 
tains, etc. Most of his later paintings 
are done on a fine grade of linen 
canvas. Many of the plain wood 
frames for his paintings were made 
in his own shop, and when these 
have been left on the paintings, 
make a very remarkable pleasing 
and harmonizing combination. Some 
owners have replaced the plain 
frames with gold ones, while to the 
real collector of Hicks’ work, lessens 
the value considerably. 

At the time Hicks did most of 
his work, Currier and Ives had not 
yet come into existence, and the 
American people wanted colorful 
and historica: paintings to hang 
on their walls. Not many were able 
to buy the world masters, but many 
could afford a painting costing up 
to $50.00. Since Edward Hicks had 
been quick with the brush he couid 
turn out a painting in a short time 
to fill these orders. 

Hicks supported his family and 
his ministry, with his work. 

While it is very hard to determine 
the years he did each particular 
type of work, below is a chronolo- 
gical table that I have figured out 


bó 


vy 


- ——————————————.————————————————À————————Á'' 
- ———— 


BUCKS COUNTY TRAVELER, FEBRUARY, 1952 


to ihe best of my ability. 

1783-1800 — Carriage painting, 
striping and some lettering. 

1800-1820 — Tavern signs, alpha- 
bet blocks and his first attempts in 
picture painting. 

1820-1840— Tavern signs, his first 
farm scenes, including the “Twin- 
ing Farm," and some historical 
paintings, especially several copies 


of “Washington Crossing Delaware,” 
alphabet blocks continued. Also his 
early “Peaceable Kingdoms” and 
other Biblical subjects. 

1840-1849— Very much the same 
as the previous period, but with 
most of his farm scenes being done 
in this period. Also an increasing 
number of Biblical and historical 
subjects. 
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On this well kept farm of David and Elizabeth Twining, near Newtown, 
Pennsylvania, Edward Hicks spent the first years of his life. Later in life he 
painted this view of the farm as he remembered it to be when he was five 
years of age, his earliest recollection of its appearance. Atthe lower right 
hand corner are David Twining, his wife Elizaebth, and young Edward Hicks, 
his hand on the Bible. On the horse is Mary Leedom, and mounting the 


other horse is her husband, Jesse. 
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Life of Hicks 

Edward Hicks was born at Attle- 
borough (now Langhorne), Bucks 
county, Penna., April 4, 1780. He was 
the youngest member of his family. 
Two brothers, William Richard and 
Edward Henry, died before Edward 
was born. His only other brother, 
Gilbert Edward, the oldest of the 
four, became a prominent physician 
at Catawissa, Penna. He had one 
sister, Elizabeth Violetta, who was 
drowned in Newtown creek, July 
28, 1817. 

On October 19, 1781, his mother 


died, and was buried in St. Mary's 
church yard, Burlington, N. J. Soon 
after this his father’s home was 
broken up, leaving Edward, less than 
2 years of age, in the care of a for- 
mer colored slave. 

This colored woman did her best 
to support both herself and her 
new dependent by working for the 
various farmers. But the hardships 
imposed by this kind of life were too 
much for a child less than 2 years 
of age, and Edward soon became 
quite sickly looking. While Jane was 
working for a family by the name 


THE PEACEABLE KINGDOM 
A fine example of Hicks’ most popular subject, still remaining in the 
frame as placed by the artist, and from which it has never been removed. 
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of Janney, a friend of the Jan- 
ney’s came to visit, being the wife 
of David Twining of the same town. 
Noticing the child in the care oi 
Jane, she inquired who's white 
child it might be, and was surprisec 
to find it the child of her former 
friend, Kitty Hicks. 

No wonder she cried, “Oh, that 
my husband were willing, I would 
take this child and bring it up as 
my own." Thus Edward Hicks was 
given a home in one of the wealthy 
Quaker families of Bucks county, 
the David Twinings. Here he was 
taught the Bible by David Twin- 
ing’s wife, Elizabeth. One of Ed- 


ward’s remarks about her was “She 
was certainly the best example of 
humble industry I ever knew for so 
wealthy a woman.” 

Little is known of Hicks’ youth 
with the Twinings until we have his 
own remarks “I continued under 
the care of my adopted mother, as 
a boarder, until I was turned of 
thirteen; when my father did the 
best thing that he could, binding 
me out as apprentice to an indus- 
trious mechanic, for here the pro- 
pensity to idleness, for which I had 
a natural turn, was necessarily 
counteracted.’ When Hicks speaks 
of nis father in this question, he 
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means his own father and not Da- 
vid Twining, thus giving more 
meaning to the words “as a board- 
er.” Evidently Edward had been a 
boarder at the Twinings and his 
board paid by his own father. His 
father at this time was financially 
able to do so, as he had paid the 
way to educate Edward’s only sur- 
viving brother, Gilbert, to become a 
doctor. If Edward had shown more 
scholastic learning he had intended 


The painting above, “Washington Crossing Delaware,” 


to educate him to be a lawyer. 
Thus Edward in April, 1793, left 
his adopted home with the Twin- 
ings, and went to live with William 
Tomlinson at Attleborough. Tomlin- 
son was in the coach making business 
with his brother Henry. Here Ed- 
ward Hicks received his first train- 
ing in coach-making, and the letter- 
ing and decorating that naturally 
goes with the business. Less than 
six months after being employed, 


is signed and 


dated E. H., Phila., 1817. The records show that Thomas Sully’s large canavs 
of this subject was painted for the State of North Carolina. It was com- 
pleted in 1820, and the study he made before the large one was started in 
September, 1818, and finished in February, 1819. This painting, by Hicks, 
even if painted during December of 1817, is still the best part of a year older 


than the study for Sully's large one. 
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his master’s shop was destroyed by 
fire. This was the start of a tempor- 
ary downfall for Edward, as the 
tavern next to the destroyed shop 
became his home until the new shop 
was completed. While here he served 
in the capacity of lackey, shoe-black, 
hostler and bartender, and as he 
said, “too often exposed to the 
worst of company.” 

Although removed from the ta- 
ern when about fifteen and employ 
ed steadily in the coach-makir. 
business, Edward had been intr 
duced to low places of diversion an * 
all types of low convivial parties. 
Hicks had many battles within him- 
self and the Quaker faith that his 
dear adopted mother, Elizabeth 
Twining, had taught him. These 
continued on and off, until, in the 
Spring of 1803, he applied to the 
over-seers of Middletown monthly 
meeting to ask to be received unto 
membership with Friends. During 
this period of Hicks’ life, his ap- 
prenticeship expired with the Tom- 
linsons, and he was hired as a 
journeyman by them, which lasted 
for four months. At the end of this 
time he set up his own business of 
coach and house painting. 

This phase of Hicks‘ life was also 
short lived, for on August 27, 1801, 
he went to Milford (now Hulme- 
ville), Penna., to assist Joshua C. 
Canby in the coach-making business. 

Soon after being received into 
membership with the Friends, Ed- 
ward Hicks’ single life ended, for on 
November 17, 1803, he married Sarah 
Worstall. In the Spring of 1804, they 
settled in Milford, living in a small 
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OTTSVILLE INN 


A. E. Summerfield, Prop. 


The Best In Food 
Wines — Liquors 
Beer 


Ottsville, Pa. 
Phone Ferndale 2-6111 


IF 


32 Year's Experience 


Means Anything, Call 


D. C. STONE 


For Registered Plumbing 
and Heating 


OIL BURNERS 


24-Hour Service 


Harry S. Stone, Reg. Plumber 
Tel. Quakertown 1028 


For Better Cleaning 


WAGNER 


Cleaners & Tailors 
6th and West Broad Streets 
Tel. 1257 
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house, for both were poor, and hau 
not the money with which to pur- 
chase or build. At this time once 
again Edward went against his own 
beliefs, and was persuaded to bor- 
row money and build a house. 

The next few years of Hicks’ life 
were spent in Milford in diligent ta- 
bor to pay off his debts, although 
his yearning was to live in New- 
town where his father, his wife's 
father and mother, and other rela- 
tives lived. As soon as his home was 
paid for, he decided to sell and move 
to Newtown. On April 16, 1811, he 
purchased a home from Abraham 
Chapman and moved to the town 
where he made his home for the 
balance of his life. Here also a 
large percentage of his work as a 
painter was done. But while New- 
town was made his permanent 
home, Hicks did much travelling in 
the Quaker Ministry, and long trips 
were often made by horseback. 

Hicks had lived in Newtown only 
about 4 years, when he was instru- 
mental in getting the Newtown 
Friend's Meeting started. On April 
1, 1815, the old Court House was 
rented for that purpose. Later a 
fine plain stone Meeting House was 
built on lower Court street, and 
Edward Hicks became one of the 
leading ministers. 

Most of his time during the last 
35 years of his life that he could 
spare from his ministry was spent 
in his workshop. Here the various 
subjects of his individual style of 
art, as well as tavern signs, were 
made and painted. He always had 


sufficient work to pay his way in == 
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Park Avenue 
Motor Co. 


FACTORY-TRAINED MECHANICS 
HYDRA-MATIC SPECIALISTS 
TOWING 


Park Ave. at Rt. 309 


Quakertown 
Phone 601 


HARTMAN INSURANCE 


All Forms Insurance 


QUAKER TRAVEL BUREAU 


Trips, Cruises, Tours 
211 W. Broad St. Quakertown, Pa. 
Phone 224 


Bill’s Flower Shop 


Remember the shut-in, the anniver- 
sary and birthday, with always wel- 
come flowers. 

Guest Towels - Stationery - Gifts 
Palace Theatre Building 
Quakertown, Pa. 

Phone: Store 508-M 


Residence 508-J 
A Complete Floral Service 
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the ministry of his Quaker beliefs, 
as well as to support himself and 
those who were with him. 


On one occasion he purchased at 
public sale a farm of twenty acres 
at eighty-five dollars an acre. This 
had been his father’s, and Edward 
believed that farming would be 
more consistent with Christian liv- 
ing than painting. However, Hicks 
found out that he had quit the only 
business he understood to become 
a farmer, of which he knew little, 
and he soon went bankrupt and 
sold the farm for twenty dollars an 
acre, 

He worked in his shop for tne 
last time on August 22, 1849, and 
feeling that his work on earth was 
completed, he returned to the house, 


saying he “believed that he had 
paid his last visit to the shop." He 
arose the next morning and remain- 
ed at home all day, the end came 
at about 9 o'clock tnat evening. 

On the 28th his remains were in- 
terred in the Friends’ burying 
ground next to the Meeting House 
in Newtown, Penna., where he had 
so often ministered to his Friends. 


BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCES 
MADE EASY 

Send your friends a year’s 
subscription to the Bucks Coun- 
ty Traveler, $2.00 for 12 issues. 
A delightful Birthday Greeting 
Card will be sent to the reci- 
pient in your name, expressing 
good wishes and announcing a 
gift subscription. A gift that 
will last throughout the year. 


PEARLMAN'S 


ANNUAL 


Everything 
Musical 
Weaver Pianos 
Band Instruments 
Accordions 


Radio and 


CLEARANCE Television 
SALE 


Dumont 
RCA - Victor | 


ecords 


Now In Progress 


SAVE 20% 
OR MORE 


34 South Main Street 


Doylestown, Pa. 


Electrical Appliances, Kelvinator, American iKtchens, Bendix, 
Speed Queen, Lewyt Cleaners 
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VALENTINES 

The first valentine in America 
was received by Esther Howland, of 
Worcester, Mass., from a friend in 
England in the year 1847. 
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“Why not make them for Ameri- 
ca," she asked herself. 

And she did, she became the first 
maker of valentines here. 

They were made out of English 
and French note paper and fash- 
ioned with paper lace from candy 
boxes and soap containers. (import- 
ed). She made more than five thous- 
and the first year and sold tbem. 

Origin of the day is not known 
but in America the Howland valen- 
tine is stil being manufactured. 
Esther Howland was a graduate of 
Mt. Holyoke Seminary and there 
she is toasted on St. Valentine's 
Day. 

A collection made since 1935 of all 
early American Valentines is now at the 
American Antiquarian Society, acquired 
from the collector, Marion Winslow Em- 
erson, 

Notes for collectors—if there is a date 
on your Valentine that adds to its value. 
Any Civil War Valentine is rare and 
much sought after. Homemade Valen- 
tines range anywhere from the crude to 
the exquisite like the one at the top. 

The one below is a delightful Penny 
Valentine, made famous in America by 
the Whitney company. It has gay 
lithographs in two of the corners. Blue 
(rare in any commercial Valentine) is 
the keynote of this particular creation, 
with gold embossing; a lot of art for 
one cent, even in the day when it was 
made. 


ARTHUR F. PETERS 
All Lines 


Insurance 


Notary Public 


Auto Tag License Service 
1217 W. Broad St. 
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Pennsylvania Dutch 


Recipes 


Old Fashioned Corn Cakes 

3 eggs 

1 pint milk 

1 pound water-ground cornmeal 

15 teaspoon salt 

] teaspoon baking powder 

1 cup melted lard 

Beat the eggs well and add the 
milk. Sift meal and mix with salt, 
baking powder and melted lard and 
then mix with eggs and milk. Cook 
on a hot griddle greased with bacon 
rind. 

Deviled Hamburgers 

1!'ó pounds grourd beef 

!X4 cup chile sauce 

2 teaspoons prepared mustard 

2 teaspoons horseradish 

2 teaspoons minced onion 

2 teaspoons Worcestershire sauce 

1%% teaspoons salt 

Combine the ingredients and 
shape into cakes about two inches 
in diameter. Brown in a little hot 
fat in a skillet or broil. 


The Ideal or 


Confectionary & 
Lunch Room 


On the Site of the First P. O. 
In Richland Center 
E. Broad & Hellertown Ave. 


. Breyers Ice Cream 
For Party, Home or Church Affairs 


RUSSELL B. SCHANLEY 


Jeweler 


The original Schanley Store moved 
from Milford Square to this loca- 
tion 66 years ago. Has served the 
folks of thi- area faithfully at the 
same locati +n 
JEWELRY — SILVERWARE 
WATCH REPAIRING 


212 W. Broad St. 
Quakertown, Pa. 


QUAKERTOWN LAUNDRY 


The Family Laundry 
115 South Second Street 


Phone 994 Quakertown, Pa. 


A NEW 


KNAUSS 


SMOKE HOUSE 


FARM STORE 


Opened Next To Trainer's 
Route 309 
Quakertown, Pa. 
Try Our Special 
Ready To Eat Hams 
SMOKED TURKEYS 
SMOKED DRIED BEEF 
Jl our Smoked Products Produced 
SMOKED SAUSAGE 
by Our Own Special Process 
Ve have made  hickory smoked 


hams since 1902 
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LETTERS 


I sent your Mennonite edition 
to my friend, Grant Stoltzfus, edi- 
tor of “Mennonite Community” at 
Scotdale, Pa. Your latest copy is 
a masterpiece, 

Aliene De Chant 
Editor: 

Your magazine is interesting and 
one that should continue for a 
long time, for Bucks county is so 
ful of history and legends. I was 
born here many years ago and have 
always loved to hear the stories. My 
brother-in-law was editor of one of 
the County papers—he always gave 
great thought and time to the old 
ways and stories. I can remember 
the river road here when it was red 
shale and it was fun to take walk- 
ing trips and canal boat rides, stop- 
ping at night at primitive inns 
Hope you wil find many historical 
facts to revive our memories and 
instruct the new comers. 

Mary C. Mead 
New Hope, Pa. 
Editor: 

I have much material about the 
Mennonites ‘n my library, but still 
I have found many things and pic- 
tures in your magazine which have 
not before found their way into mv 
collection, 

I appreciate you publishing so 
much material about the Mennon- 
ites and hope that in the near fu- 
ture you will issue another along 
the same line. 

Very truly yours, 


William H. Shelly, 
Jenkintown, Pa. 


FOR YOUR COMPLETE 
HOME MOVIE 
EQUIPMENT 


visit  Maugeri's 

Camera Shop, 15 S. 3rd St. 

Quakertown, Pa. or Phone 

Quakertown 294. 

Carries a full line of all makes 

of Cameras. 

Royal Portable Typewriters, 

Remington Adding Machines, 

Safe Guard Check Writers. 
Film and Photo Supplies 


MAUGERI 
CAMERA SHOP 


17 S. 3rd St. 
Quakertown, Pa. 


Barthelomeu's 
ADIO — SOUND & 
ECORDING SERVICE 


Sound Amplification & 
Recording Equipment 
Sold — Rented — Serviced 
The House For All 
Your Recording Needs 


When in need of Mobile Sound Ad- 
vertising why not use the system that 
the experts acclaim the best and get 
more for your advertising dollar. 


526 W. Broad St. Quakertown 171 


and service 


y 
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Dear Editor: 


Enjoyed the December issue very 
much. Good sketch of Bye. Those 
octagonal school houses interesting. 
Have found two round smoke houses 
on way to Reading. Don’t you have 
any in Bucks? A friend found an- 
other in Lebanon county. A compila- 
tion of octagonal structures that I 


saw at American Antiquarian So- 


ciety this Summer didn't mentior 
any in Pennsylvania. 


Wilbur H. Oda, 
Barto, Fa. 


Editor: 

On page 8 of the December issue 
vou print a picture of an octagonal 
schoolhouse. My grandfather, Elias 
Ely Doan, born April 8, 1827, at- 
tended this school near Chain 
Bridge on the Second Street Pike. 
I have two of his note books dated 
Ist; 25th, 1841. 

My father, Elmer E. Doan, an? 
my mother; Emma Bissey Doan 


were both born in Bucks County. 

Though I have spent most of my 

life in New Jersey, Bucks County 
means so much to me. 

Estelle Doan Buchlin, 

Finesville, N. J. 


. Editor: 


Thank you for sending me you: 
December issue. It was full of in- 
teresting reading that I just had 
to keep it coming. Enclose find my 
check for $2.00. 

Who drew the excellent picture 
of Dr. Bye? 

Joseph E. Sanford, 
The Hali, 
Solebury, Pa. 


The pastel painting of Dr. Bye was 
done by his son, Ranulph Bye. The 
Santa wood. eut and that of the first 
dish washing machine appeared in Har- 
pers Bazaar of 1861.— Editor. 


000 


A six months subscription costs 
only $1.00. 


e MAR Rr 26: 


EIN R Pei Ard ee. QE. 


No Television 
Beer — Wines 
Liquors — Cocktails 


Henry H. DePue 
Prop. 
— 2 MILES SOUTH 
- OF QUAKERTOWN 
Phone 1052 


“THE OLD ) WAGON WHEEL TAVERN 


Route 313, Quakertown - Doylestown Road 
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THE SILKWORM 
CRAZE IN 
DOYLESTOWN 


Newtown and Doylestown Town- 
ships were two communities in 
Bucks county hard hit says the 
Bucks County Intelligencer of 
April 6, 1829, by that curious and 
tragic widespread industrial fever 
known as the Morus multicaulus or 
silkworm craze, which prevailed for 
more than a decade in the first part 
of the nineteenth century. General- 
ly speaking, the period covered by 
the craze extended from 1829 to 
1843, attaining high watermark from 
1837 to 1840. In Doylestown the 
newspapers caugnt the fever at 
the start, as may be seen from the 
following advertisement: 


SILK WORMS—wWe have a 
few hundred eggs of the silk 
worm, which will be given to 
persons disposed to make exper- 
iments in this delightful branch 
of industry. The time is now 
nearly at hand when they will 
commence hatching. Application 
had therefore better be made 
early. 

A cocoonery was built in Doyles- 
town in 1840. It was located neai 
the Borough Dam on a hill known 
as Mulberry Hill. The establishment 
was owned and operated by John H. 
Anderson, a storekeeper. Briefly a 
cocoonery was the building in which 
silk worms were raised and kept, to 
be fed upon the leaves of mulberry 
trees, which were carried into the 
building from the trees grown on a 
plantation near the cocoonery. The 
leaves on which the worms fed were 


VISIT 


“THE FIRESIDE" 
CHARCOAL 
Frankfurters — Hamburger 


Steak Sandwiches 
Route 309 at Quakertown, Pa. 


FRANK W. MYERS 


PLUMBING AND HEATING 
OIL BURNERS 
WATER SOFTENERS 


24 S. Tenth Street 
Phone 840 Quakertown, Pa. 


QUAKERTOWN 
COAL 


& LUMBER CO. 


E. Broad & Reading R. R. 
JEDDO 
READING RED DOT 
COAL 


eee 
LUMBER — ROOFING 
BUILDING MATERIALS 
Phone 124 


When two men in business agree 
one of them is unnecessary. 

Men should spend more time with 
the stars and sunsets. 
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placed on wooden hurdles, crossed 
by stays to support them, the hurdl- 
es standing on rough wooden tables. 
The mill was the place where the 
silk was spun into thread wound 
off on a roll Newtown Township 
was deeply enmeshed in silkworm 
culture. The Gillette & Stone map. 
shows the location of the cocoonery 
of 1840 on the present George Schoo! 
property. A thread mill stood near 
by. This plant had been completely 
forgotten until about fifteen years 
ago when students of George Schooi 
excavated the top soil in an open 
field, revealing the foundations. The 
fever subsided as suddenly as it 
appeared, thousands of culturists 
loosing small fortunes on their in- 
vestments. 

Editor: 

I bought at public sale recently. 
in the vicinity of Quakertown, a 
book of Poultry, by an English auti- 
or, Lewis Wright. It is illustrated 
with fifty beautifully colored plates 
of prize birds, including game cocks, 
of the period of 1870, from paintings 
by J. W. Ludlow. The book, of 591 
pages, was published by the English 
firm of Cassell, Petter and Galpin. 

W. S. H. 


WEST END 
MEAT MARKET 


LANDIS & FOULKE 
11 S. MAIN ST. 
Quakertown, Pa. 
QUALITY MEATS 
Phone 205 — We Deliver 
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HOWARD B. SINE 


5 - 10 & $100 STORE 
Quakertown, Pa. 
VISIT OUR GIFT SHOP 
Fine Glassware 


e Fostoria — e Fiesta 
@ Libby Tumblers & Stemware 


WATCH & CLOCK 
REPAIRING 


WOLFINGER’S 


334 W. Broad St. 
Quakertown, Pa. 


K & L COMPANY 


Wholesale and Retail Dealers in 


Coal — Lumber — Lime 


CEMENT — ROOFING 


Front St. 


Phone 506 
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BOOKS 

Dr. Robert Hare, famed professor 
of chemistry at the University of 
Pennsylvania more than a century 
ago, became a believer in spiritual- 
ism after what he said were “the 
most precise and laborious experi- 
ments” conducted by himself. He 
had set out originally to refute 
spiritualism, using his experience as 
an investigator of science for more 
than half a century. 

Among some old books that turn- 
ed up recently in a Philadelphia 
shop was Robert Hare’s Experimen- 
tal Investigation of the Spirit Mani- 
festations, published in 1856. On the 
fly leaf, written in ink, is the fol- 
lowing: 

“Dr. Charles Davis. From his 
friend the Author.” I bought this 
book as a curiosa. 

W. S. H. 


In the year 1932, the late John 
Frederick Lewis, an outstanding 
Philadelphia lawyer and antiquar- 
ian marked the fiftieth anniversary 
of his admission to the bar with 
publication of a book on Thomas 
Spry, lawyer and physician. Spry 
was the first attorney admitted to 
practise under English law in the 
Delaware River Settlements now in- 
cluded in the States of Pennsylvan- 
ia, New Jersey and Delaware. 

Said Mr. Lewis: “There can be 
no doubt but that the first settle- 
ment upon the Delaware River and 
Bay, was by the Dutch. In 1623 or 
1624, they erected a fort on the 
bank of Timber Creek, below what 
is now Gloucester, on the eastern 
side of the Delaware. It was to serve 
as the nucleus of a colony, ‘to estab- 
lish and maintain a safe trading 
post with the Indians.’ They called 


Arthur W. Treffinger & Son 


FUNERAL HOME 


20 - 22 N. Ambler Street 


Quakertown, Pa. 


Telephone 247 
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As Old As 1909 
As Modern As 1952 
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is Fort Nassail, and it is of interest, 
as the first European settlement 
within the limits of Pennsylvania 
New Jersey or Delaware.” 
000 
The smallest good deed is better 
than the grandest intention. 
000 
Eighty years ago, Richland Detec- 
tive Horse Company was located in 
Quakertown, its secretary, John J. 
Moore. 
000 


The Good Intent Horse Company 
was in Sellersville. Tohickon De- 
tective and Mule Insurance Com- 
pany had its office in Hagersville, 
J. Rosenberger, secretary. 

000 


J. G. Stauffer was editor and 
publisher of the Reformer and Ad- 
vertiser, at Milford Square, in the 
early 1870’s. It was issued weekly, 
subscription price $1 a year. Ad- 
vertisements were in English or 
German. The paper circulated prin- 
cipally among the Pennsylvania 
Germans. 

000 

General W. W. H. Davis wrote in 
his history of Doylestown, Old and 
New, that attendance at early meet- 
ings of the Bucks County Historical 
Society was very meagre. On one oc- 
casion only three persons were pres- 
ent, General Davis and wife and 
John S. Bailey. 

000 

The Old Bucks County Traveler 
says: “When driving down Route 
309 stop at Sellersville, you will find 
delicious food at the Washington 
House.” 
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Whitman’ S andy 


In Quakertown 


LeROY A. HILLEGASS 
The Fexall Store 


Prescriptions Carefully Compounded 


Charles E. Foulke, Sr. 


Hauling Contractor 
Stone — Sand — Amiesite 
Driveways a Specialty 
Office Phone 488-W 


Belmont & E. Broad 
Quakertown 


PAPER HANGING 


LET ME DECORATE your rooms 
with the new, beautiful and sensational 
1951 wallpapers. Bon-Ton, Asams, Unit- 
ed, Shoemakers and others. Free es- 


timates. 
F. KIRKPATRICK, 
Phone Quakertown 170-R 
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SERVICE 
DIRECTORY 


TODD'S RAG RUGS 


HAND-MADE RAG RUGS—Made an 
Special size. Woven or oval. Any col- 
or. Only very best workmanship. 


BOOTH 328, 
QUAKERTOWN SALES MARKET. 
SPORTING GOODS 


JOHNNY SMOLL’S 
won xo 'N SHOP 


W. Broed St., 
Phone 1806-W. Quakertown, Pa. 


CHILDREN'S WEAR 


THE CHILDREN’S SHOP carries a 
complete lines of children’s wear from 
infants to teen-age. 

112 E. BROAD ST., 
Phone Quakertown 938. 


GIFTS 


QUAKER DISPLAY MART. 
for all occasions 
home and garden 


Gifts 
Trems of beauty for 


ROUT: 3V9 ua W. BROAD ST. 
Phone 770. 
WHERE TO EAT 
FOR TASTY SANDWICHES or 


lunches come to the Main Street Res- 
taurant. Home cooked platters. Open 


every day. 
9 SOUTH MAIN ST.. 
Quakertown, Pa. 


VISIT THE BUSH HOUSE RESTAU- 
RANT for excellent food. Cool pleasant 
dE room, Entrance on West Broad 
Street. 


IT'S BRICK TAVERN INN for real 
home cooking. Steamed clams our spec- 
ialty. 4 doz. for $1.00. Reserve meals 
served family style. Reasonable prices, 


PHONE QUAKERTOWN 57-R-3. 


WINDOW CLEANING 


EXPERIENCED window cleaners for 
private homes, stores, factories. 


QUAKER WINDOW CLEANING 
SERVICE, 
Telephone Quakertown 394-R-11. 
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WINDOW SHADES 


WINDOW SHADES, Custom 
Call 


Estimates free. 


REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 
BEAUTIFUL BUCKS COUNTY 
Farm with remodeled Early American 
stone house situated on 30 acres with 
stream, convenient for commuters con- 
taining open beams, pine paneling, stone 
fireplace, modern kitchen, spacious din- 
ing and television rooms, 4 bedrooms, 
tile bath, new heater, excellent barn, 
running water, stanchions, stone milk 
house, 2-car garage, poultry houses. 
Owner leaving state. For quick sale, 

only $27,500. 
EXCELLENT BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITY 
$10,000 a year. Yes, it could be yours 
if you act quick, as this excellent busi- 
ness complete with a fine modern home 
must be sold due to ill health. Sacri- 
ficing all at $25.000. 
NBAR CHALFONT 
farm, 10 acres fenced 
never failing water, excellent stone 
house. 7 rooms, modern kitchen and 
bath, hot water heat, artesian well, fine 
barn, 2-car garage, 2 modern poultry 
houses for 800 layers, 2 brooder houses. 
See it and you'll want it at $19,500. 
FRETZ REAL ESTATE, 
Route 313 at 113—Dublin, Pa. Ph. 4507. 
DERSTINE REAL ESTA'TE OFFERS 
many fine values from $6800.00 up—in ` 
modern Cape Cod, ranch homes and 
farms. Doylestown vicinity. Phone 
LEXINGTON 4212. 


fitted. 
CARR’S FURNITURE STORE, 
Doylestown 3797. 


Efficient with 


List Your Property With Us to Sell 


FRED E. SCHNIZLER 
REALTOR 


California Rd. Quakertown, Pa. 
Phone 504 


RE LLOYD FRONHEISER 


HARDWARE — BICYCLES 
AUTO SUPPLIES 
SPORTING GOODS 
GAS & OIL 
28 - 38 S. 8th STREET 
Quakertown, Pa. Phone 388 


CROWDS AT 
Sales 


AND SAVE MONE," 


AMERICA’S LARGEST FARMERS’ MARKET AND AUCTION! | 


On Station Road in QUAKERTOWN 
Everything you eat, wear or use 


under one roof! 


SAVE on Top Quality 
GROCERIES, MEATS, 
PRODUCE, CLOTHING, 
HOUSEHOLD NECESSITIES 


Complete Satisfaction 
or Your Money Back! 
SHOP AT THE SIGN OF 


THE JOLLY QUAKER MAN 


Plenty of Entertainment at the 


". EE e ery (Lio LA i 
( (4 G <= ya 

N Give a "(Ait io long ng Feiergbe T b: 
www owe SSN = OSPF 3. 


A year's subscription sent to friends welll be an acceptable ae 


A poner 
reminder that you think of them. 


Now--at Dimmig Electric 


20” PHILCO 
TV VALUE SCOOP 


LOWEST PRICE EVER — SAVE $40.00 


Largest Television Display in this section. Many models to chcose from. 
Now you can own a 20-inch TV for less than others have paid fcr 16" 
Models. This is the latest 1952 Philco with Super-Power Duplex 
Chassis and the famous “Colorado” Tuner. 


240 W. Broad St. At Quakertown 
Quakertown Sales Co. 


